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spiritual (qalbi\ verbal (qawli\ and actual (fflf). Three
kinds of tmdn are also distinguished, and tmdn
unebeeheTd is distinguished from Islam. Sunnfs and Shf'a
not of the " Sect of the Twelve " are believers
(mtfmiri), but not Muslims; they are not unclean, but will
remain for ever in Hell-fire. The apostate (murtadd) from
Isldm is deserving of death, nor is his repentance accepted
in this world, though, according to some theologians, it may
be accepted in the next. But from the convert to Islim
who reverts to his original faith repentance may be ac-
cepted ; and a wo*nan who apostasizes should not be killed,
but imprisoned and beaten until she repents or dies in
prison. The book ends with a description of five kinds of
Faith and six kinds of Repentance.

Such in outline is the Shf'a creed of contemporary Persia
in its crudest and most popular form. It would be inte-
resting to trace the evolution of that creed from the earliest
times of Isldm, to compare (so far as the available materials
allow) the historical with the legendary Imams, 5nd to
contrast in detail the beliefs, both doctrinal and eschato-
logical, of the Shf'a and the Sunnfs. This, however, tran-
scends the scope of this book, even had the preliminary
work indispensable to such a study been adequately done.
Even amongst the orthodox and formal (gishrf) mujtahids
and mullds these doctrines must often have been held in
a form less crude and childish than that outlined above,
though they may have deemed it wiser to leave the popular
beliefs undisturbed, and to discourage speculations which
might become dangerous amongst a people only too prone
to scepticism and heresy. Taking only the
s broad divisions of theological and philosophical
thought in Persia, we may distinguish in each
field three main types; amongst the theologians
the Akhbdris, the Us&Ks (or Mujtahidis), and the SJiaykhis\
amongst the philosophers the Mutakallim&n or School-men,